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Layers of the Atmosphere 

The atmosphere of the Earth may be divided into several distinct Layers 
as the following figure indicates. 
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Vertical Structure of the Atmosphere 
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FIGURE: 2 

Layer of the atmosphere as related to 

p i 

the average profile of air temperature above 
the earth s surface, The heavy line illustrates 
how the average temperature varies In 
each layer. 
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FIGURE: 3 l .. 

Atmosphere pressure decreases rapidly with height Climbing 

to an altitude of only 5.5 km, where the pressure is 500 m 
would put you above one-half of the atmosphere s molecules. 
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FIGURE: 4 

Both air pressure and air density decrease with increasing altitude. 
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